Internet & education: The Port Royal project.

Background: The project description as it currently stands

During the late 17th century, Boston, Massachusetts, and Port Royal, Jamaica, were the two largest English towns in the Americas.  Today, Port Royal is a small fishing village some 14 miles outside of Kingston, the capital of Jamaica, while Boston is a city of nearly 600,000 residents.  The Port Royal project seeks to explore the divergence of these two places that have undergone dramatically different histories.  Ultimately, it will reconnect the two sites using the internet and student exchange to develop the personal and technical skills of American and Jamaican youth.

Mission: to connect people surrounding issues of importance and create dialogue across historical barriers in way that leads to substantive change in people at their particular point of entry.  

Framework: ideas for collaboration with other projects

Internet, Media & development: The Radio Internetwork project.

The Radio Internetwork project will use a widespread and easily accessible channel of communication to share and promote future sharing of learning and experience through a new medium. Beginning in Jamaica, Professor Charles Ogletree, on behalf of the Harvard Law School Criminal Justice Institute, and Professor Charles Nesson, on behalf of the Berkman Center for Internet & Society at Harvard Law School, guided by moderator Desmond Green, will create a learning link between themselves heard by radio, and groupings of people, both face to face and online, led by group leaders who can connect through the net, thus able to feedback to us, receive direction from us, and help us share our knowledge and resources.  This creates a link between radio and internet that we believe will enhance the utility and the appeal of both media. We will connect individuals and groups using Berkman tools, rotisserie and real-time polls and such other modes of interaction as we can commandeer.

Can we extend this model into schools in Port Royal and beyond?

Future: other initiatives and alternatives to be explored

Game – development of an internet-based computer game centering on the history of Port Royal (and other locations in Jamaica).

Content development and technical development could be done by students from Port Royal in conjunction with professors & professionals from Harvard/MIT/Boston area.  A possible goal: to identify multiple points of view on a subject and articulate questions that lie along the interface between them.

Curriculum – development of a curriculum about some aspect of Jamaican history/culture.  Possible subjects?

Others? 

