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The 419eater.com
Concept:
Recently we could find knighthood and actions in favor of the society more and more often online than in the real world. The community of the 419eater.com is a living proof of this. A cyberspace vigilante community, trying to save victims from the scams known as advance fee frauds and also as 419 scams after the section of the Nigerian Criminal Code which deals with obtaining money by false stories, most of such scams have originated from Nigeria although scams are now originating from many other countries. These are people who scam the scammers, known as scam baiting or counterscamming.

Research questions:
In order to better understand the existence of the community, we should understand:
· What was the need for the creation of the community at the first place?
· Who participates in it and what is the motivation of the members? What are the requirements to become one?
· How is it organized from structural stand point?
· How the community is regulated internally and externally? Who regulates it and using what kind of methods?  Which constraints /regulators- the ethic norms, the  legislation, the market, are mostly effecting it and why? 
· What is the main goal of the community? Is it achieved and if yes –through what means? 
· What are the consequences of the community’s existence - legal and social? 
· Does the online community endured any transformation during its existence– did it grow to something more than an online community? Has it gone outside the borders of the online world ?
Origins:
This community is organized entirely on voluntary bases. Since being founded in 2012 by Michael Berry, who goes by the name of Shiver Metimbers, it has today more than 22,000 registered members.

Structural architecture: 
Currently the website 410eater.com is organized in nine sections Home (not working at present) / Guidelines/FAQ/Register/Search/Memeberlist/Trophy Room/Usergroups/ Log-in.
The scam baits can be read in the section on the site marked Letters Archive. 
The website includes a message forum and a bulletin board where scambaiters can post messages to communicate with each other. New scambaiters can request to be assigned a "mentor" to assist them in learning how to bait.

Motivation:
The main motivation of scam baiting is wasting the scammer's time and resources, embarrassing them but in many cases it evolves to causing them to reveal incriminating information which can be used against them by the legal authorities. In the past, scammers were tricked into sending money themselves, which was later given to charity. At present this method is forbidden by 419eater rules. Here comes the issue with the internal regulation of such a community and whether the ethics should be imposed by legal norms or the community itself is going to apply a self-restriction when the time is right?
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