IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA
__________________________________________
)
)
)
Plaintiffs,
)
)
v.
)
)
TVRADIONOW CORPORATION, et al.,
)
)
Defendants.
)
__________________________________________)
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE, et al.,

Civil Action No. 00-120

DECLARATION OF BEN EDELMAN

Ben Edelman states as follows:
1.

My name is Ben Edelman. My office address is 1563 Massachusetts Avenue,

Cambridge, Massachusetts 02138. I have personal knowledge of the matters set forth in this
Declaration.
2.

I am a sophomore at Harvard College, and I work for the Berkman Center for

Internet and Society at Harvard Law School as a systems administrator and multimedia
specialist. I have previously worked as a computer purchasing consultant, a network designer
and systems integrator, a custom software designer, a database specialist, and a designer of
database-driven web sites. I have personal experience with RealMedia technology, which is the
technology used by iCraveTV.com for transmission of television content over the Internet.
3.

My experience includes four years as an Internet web server administrator. I have

operated my own servers for three years, including a server receiving more than 10,000 hits per
day. In addition, I have six years of experience with the TCP/IP protocol on which the Internet is

based, including three years administering TCP/IP-based networks. In my experience as a
webmaster and network administrator, I have been asked to review log files for a number of
purposes, including determining the geographic origins of individuals and groups of users.
4.

I have been asked to conduct an analysis by the National Football League, the

National Basketball Association, and NBA Properties, Inc., regarding the geographic locations of
users who view U.S. television content on the iCraveTV.com web site.
5.

On the morning of Thursday, January 27, 2000, I was given access to a magnetic

tape, which I understand was produced late the preceding day in Pittsburgh by the operators of
the iCraveTV.com web site to the counsel for the NFL and the NBA. The tape contained log file
data of iCraveTV.com. Because the data were recorded on magnetic tape rather than on
commonly-used CD ROMs, the data were inaccessible until it was possible to obtain and install a
special DLT tape drive. In addition, because the data were encoded in a proprietary backup file
format rather than in a generic format, the data were inaccessible until it was possible to install
the proprietary software necessary to extract usable data. I understand that a request to provide a
limited sample of selected log file data in a generic format via Internet FTP, which would have
been far more efficient, was not granted by iCraveTV.com.
6.

As a result of these several impediments, I was not able to begin to analyze the

log file data until late in the afternoon of January 27, and I was required to continue analyzing
the log file data late into the night of January 27.
7.

The RealServer is the component of the iCraveTV.com web site that sends the

video data stream containing television content to Internet users. Internet users then view the
television content with RealPlayer software on their computers. The RealServer software
automatically maintains log files, which record each occasion on which an Internet user has
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accessed the television content of the iCraveTV.com site. These log files record the numeric IP
address from which each access occurs. This address, in turn, can be used to identify geographic
origins of these accesses.
8.

By comparing the numeric IP address to lookup tables available on the Internet, it

is possible in most instances to "resolve" the IP address to a name, which is known as the fullyqualified domain name ("FQDN"). The FQDN includes not only the first and second level
domain names, which identify the network (such as "att.net" or "ibm.com"), but also the specific
machine on the network from which the user is accessing the Internet. Based on the FQDN,
detailed geographic information is often available.
9.

Although the media and formatting impediments discussed above and the size of

the RealServer log files prevented me from examining all the log files in the extremely limited
time available, I have reviewed the iCraveTV.com RealServer log files for accesses to television
content from the ABC television affiliate station WKBW through the iCraveTV.com web site
during the one-week period from January 2 through January 8, 2000 (0000 hours, January 2,
2000, to 0000 hours, January 9, 2000, Greenwich Mean Time).
10.

Accesses to the RealServer during this period represent occasions on which

Internets user requested and received video streams containing television content. Accesses to
the iCraveTV.com home page or other portions of the web site not involving the delivery of an
actual video stream would be reflected in the web server log, but not in the RealServer log.
11.

Various statistical packages are readily available for analyzing and summarizing

the content of web server and RealServer log files. I used one such readily available program,
known as WebTrends Log Analyzer v5.0a, on the RealServer log file for the television station
and time period referred to above. By running the standard report generator provided with this
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program, using the default options, I generated the report attached to this Declaration as Exhibit
1. As shown on this report, the iCraveTV.com RealServer log for accesses to television content
from the ABC television affiliate station WKBW through iCraveTV.com from January 2-8,
2000, show 16,851 "hits," representing 11,435 "visitor sessions." (Some users were identified by
the log analyzer as having requested a connection to the same video stream more than once
during a given session.) According to the standard log analysis routine of the WebTrends Log
Analyzer software, the percentage of these visitor sessions during the stated period that
originated in the United States was at least 57.05%. In addition, 16.39% of visitor sessions were
of unknown origin, and 26.55% were of “international” (non-US) origin.
12.

Log analysis software such as WebTrends derives the country of origin from the

domain name from which the access occurs. In some instances, a domain name will be
associated with a network registered in a particular country, and the access will be recorded as
coming from that country, but the user will actually be accessing the network from another
country. As a result, the WebTrends report of countries of origin may not always correspond to
the actual geographic location of the particular user. For example, the aol.com network is
registered in the United States, even though some of its users are outside the United States.
However, I have been informed by aol.com technical documentation and network engineers that
-- because of the network design and proxy server system used by aol.com -- all web accesses
from aol.com users in Canada are in fact routed through network equipment that is physically
located in Virginia. Thus, television content streamed to aol.com users in Canada on
iCraveTV.com must pass through the United States en route.
13.

Although a network registered in one country may have users in another country,

many fully-qualified domain names provide detailed information from which it can be
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determined with reasonable certainty that a particular access is in fact from a particular country.
As noted above, the FQDN includes not only the first and second level domain names, such as
"att.net" or "ibm.com," but the specific machine, such as "103.norfolk-06-07rs16rt.va.dialaccess.att.net" or "ss03.nc.us.ibm.com," both of which are actual examples of FQDNs taken from
the iCraveTV.com logs.
14.

To confirm that at least a very substantial portion of the accesses to the

iCraveTV.com RealServer during the specified period were in fact from within the United States,
I conducted a detailed review of such accesses during the eight-hour period from 1700 hours on
January 8, 2000, to 0100 hours on January 9, 2000, Greenwich Mean Time. Because the raw IP
addresses in the RealServer log file were not resolved to FQDNs, I first resolved the IP addresses
using logresolve, a program for that purpose freely available on the Internet. I then visually
inspected the FQDNs in the individual log file entries. By searching for identifying factors that I
have found to be reliable indicators of specific geographic location, I extracted, in the very
limited time available to me and for this sample period, a list of accesses that can be traced, with
reasonable certainty, to geographic locations within the United States. I attach as Exhibit 2 the
extracted list of accesses, which is taken directly from the RealServer log file, except that in each
entry I have substituted for the raw IP address the FQDN that I obtained using the logresolve
program and in that I have suppressed additional data from the log file not relevant for these
purposes. The extract in Exhibit 2 is by no means an exclusive list of U.S. accesses during the
eight-hour time period noted above.
15.

On the basis of the foregoing analysis, I am able to conclude with reasonable

certainty that a substantial number of Internet users who accessed the television programming
from ABC affiliate station WKBW through the iCraveTV.com web site during the afternoon of
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January 8, 2000, Toronto time, were located in the United States. In addition, the foregoing
analysis could have readily been performed by iCraveTV.com itself using the same commonlyavailable tools and methods I used.
16.

Based on my experience as a server administrator and the evidence that a

substantial number of Internet users located in the United States accessed the television content
on the iCraveTV site on January 8, 2000, I find it highly unlikely that there has been any date on
which the iCraveTV site has been operational on which television content on the site was not
accessed by Internet users located in the United States.
17.

Given additional time, I could perform the same analysis for other dates, times,

and television stations, and I could use other means of analysis to verify my conclusions.
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Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
United States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this ___th day of January, 2000.

__________________________
Ben Edelman
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