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Task Force Directors Biographies 

danah boyd (task force co-director) is a fellow at the Berkman Center for Internet and 
Society at Harvard Law School and a doctoral candidate in the School of Information at 
the University of California-Berkeley.  Her dissertation focuses on how American youth 
engage in networked publics like MySpace, YouTube, Facebook, Xanga, etc. In 
particular, she is interested in how teens formulate a presentation of self and negotiate 
socialization in mediated contexts amidst invisible audiences. This work is funded by the 
MacArthur Foundation as part of a broader grant on digital youth and informal learning.  
Prior to Berkeley, danah received a bachelor's degree in computer science from Brown 
University and a master's degree in sociable media from MIT Media Lab. She has worked 
as an ethnographer and social media researcher for various corporations, including Intel, 
Tribe.net, Google, and Yahoo! She also created and managed a large online community 
for V-Day, a non-profit organization working to end violence against women and girls 
worldwide.  

John Palfrey (task force chair) is Clinical Professor of Law at Harvard Law School and 
Executive Director of the Berkman Center for Internet & Society, John’s work focuses on 
Internet law, intellectual property, and the potential of new technologies to strengthen 
democracies.  He is co-author of a forthcoming book, Born Digital, (Basic Books, 2008, 
with Urs Gasser) about how young people use new information technologies and the 
legal issues implicated by these practices.  John is a Visiting Professor of Information 
Law and Policy at the University of St. Gallen in Switzerland for the 2007-2008 
academic year.  John came to the Berkman Center from the law firm Ropes & Gray, 
where he worked on intellectual property, Internet law, and private equity transactions.  
John is a co-founder of several technology companies.  He also served as a Special 
Assistant at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency during the Clinton administration.  
John graduated from Harvard College, the University of Cambridge, and Harvard Law 
School.  He was a Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholar to the University of 
Cambridge and the U.S. EPA Gold Medal (highest national award).  John is admitted to 
the New York and Massachusetts bars. 

 
Dena T. Sacco (task force co-director) is an Assistant Director of the Cyberlaw Clinic at 
the Berkman Center and a Lecturer on law at Harvard Law School.  In 2008-2009, she 
will co-teach “Child Exploitation, Pornography & the Internet” and assist in teaching 
“Practical Lawyering in Cyberspace.”  From 1999-2005, Dena was an Assistant United 
States Attorney in Boston, where she was the federal prosecutor with primary 
responsibility for all child exploitation cases in the District of Massachusetts. From 1997-
1999, Dena was a Counsel in the Office of Policy Development at the United States 
Department of Justice in Washington, DC.  There, she developed federal regulations, 
briefed congressional staff, and spoke to the public about sex offender registration and 
community notification.  Prior to working for the federal government, Dena was an 
associate in the employment law department of Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker in 
Washington, DC.  She has admitted been to the Massachusetts, New York, and District of 
Columbia bars.   
 


