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When national governments want to block particular Internet activities or content—or see what users are doing—they typically turn to the private companies that manage pieces of the Internet, including Internet Service Providers, search engines, blogging and news portals, and even hardware providers.  

For some types of online material, such as pornography, racist speech, defamation, or unauthorized posting of personal information, governments, NGOs, and others may encourage or even require Internet companies to restrict content.  In other cases, however, governments expect Internet companies to similarly restrict content that is protected expression under international standards, such as videos about current events, online fora for religious expression, and blogs criticizing or ridiculing national leaders.

As pressures to filter, censor, and monitor this type of protected speech on the Internet have mounted, some internet and communications technology (ICT) companies, academics, human rights activists, socially responsible investors, and civil society participants have held a series of conversations about how to respond. This event will tap project participants to have as candid a conversation as possible about the process in which they've engaged, and the role that corporations should play in response to government-mandated Internet censorship and surveillance, with particular but not exclusive emphasis on authoritarian regimes.

Moderator:
Jonathan Zittrain

Professor of Internet Governance and Regulation, Oxford University

Visiting Professor of Law, New York University

Founder, Berkman Center for Internet & Society, Harvard Law School
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/people/jzittrain

Panelists:
Christine Bader
Advisor to the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for business and human rights 
http://www.business-humanrights.org/Gettingstarted/UNSpecialRepresentative
Christine Bader is an Advisor to the UN Special Representative of the Secretary-General for business and human rights, on secondment from BP plc.  

Since joining BP in 1999, Christine has lived in Indonesia, China, and the U.K., strengthening the company's performance on social issues. This included overseeing a human rights impact assessment for the Tangguh liquefied natural gas project in West Papua and leading the

development of the company's global Human Rights Guidance Note (which is available at bp.com/humanrights).  

Christine has also served as a corps member with City Year; a Teaching Fellow in Community Service at Phillips Academy in Andover; and a New York City Urban Fellow.  Christine has a B.A. from Amherst College and an M.B.A. from Yale University. 

Christine has presented on business and human rights at numerous venues, including the United Nations in Geneva, Business for Social Responsibility's annual conference, the Carnegie Council for Ethics in International Affairs, the business schools at Yale and Columbia, and

the Prince of Wales International Business Leaders Forum in London.  She is a Term Member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a New York City native.

Chuck Cosson 
Policy Counsel, Microsoft

Chuck Cosson helps Microsoft Corporation with public policy counsel in a number of substantive areas, including policy lead on children's safety, work on free expression/human rights, and contributions on telecoms/media policy, including regulation of new media services. 

Chuck also helps drive Microsoft's worldwide communications, public affairs, and corporate citizenship initiatives, with an emphasis on privacy, online safety, and security and helps coordinate its engagement with international telecoms policy matters.

Before coming to Microsoft in 2004, Chuck was Vice President for Public Policy in Vodafone's Americas/Asia region. There, he led the company's public policy efforts in the U.S. and contributed to policy and CSR work in China, Japan, Mexico, Canada and Brazil. Chuck also chaired the policy team at the Liberty Alliance, where he was active on Internet safety and privacy issues. Prior to Vodafone, Chuck worked on public policy matters at AirTouch Communications and at the United States Telephone Association in Washington,D.C.

Chuck attended Dickinson College in Carlisle, PA, and the George Washington University law school. He is a native of Washington, D.C., and is married with two children. Chuck published a novel entitled Whitewash, a political satire written under the pseudonym Erik Blair.

Leslie Harris 

President and Chief Executive Officer, Center for Democracy and Technology 
http://www.cdt.org/
Leslie Harris is the President & CEO of the Center for Democracy and Technology (“CDT”), a non-profit advocacy organization which promotes free expression, openness and innovation on today's open, decentralized global Internet. Ms. Harris is responsible for the overall vision, direction and management of the organization and serves as the organization’s chief spokesperson. Since joining CDT, she has been involved with a wide range of issues related to civil liberties and the Internet, including, government data- mining for counterintelligence, government secrecy, privacy, global Internet freedom, intellectual property, data security and Internet censorship.

Ms. Harris has over two decades of experience as a civil liberties, technology and Internet lawyer, public policy advocate and strategist in Washington. She testifies before Congress on issues related to technology, the Internet and civil liberties and writes, speaks on Internet issues and is regular contributor to several online publications and blogs.

Prior to joining CDT, Ms. Harris was the founder and president of Leslie Harris & Associates (“LHA”), a public policy a firm committed to harnessing the power of new information technologies for public good. In that capacity, Ms. Harris played a lead role in shaping Internet legislation, including the E-rate program, which brought the power of the Internet to rural and inner city classrooms and public libraries, the Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (“COPPA”) which mandated a privacy regime for children’s personal information on the Internet and the Technology Education and Copyright Harmonization Act, (TEACH) which amended copyright law to support the development of online learning. She was also a key strategist and spokesperson in the effort to defeat the Communications Decency Act.

Prior to establishing Leslie Harris & Associates, Ms. Harris served in senior leadership positions in two prominent civil liberties organizations. She was the Director of Public Policy for People for the American Way, (“PFAW”) where she directed the organization’s public policy program and served as a national spokesperson for the organization. Earlier, she served as the Chief Legislative Counsel for the Washington National Office of the American Civil Liberties Union.

She was also in private law practice in Washington.

Ms. Harris has served in leadership positions in the American Bar Association, including as a member and Chairperson of the Council of the Section on Individual Rights and Responsibilities. She has served on the Board of the Health Privacy Project and the Steering Committee for OpentheGovernment.org. She is also active in local community affairs and is a member of the Washington Women’s Forum.

Ms. Harris received her law degree cum laude from the Georgetown University Law Center and her BA at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, where she graduated Phi Beta Kappa.

Dunstan Hope

Director, Advisory Services, Business for Social Responsibility 

http://www.bsr.org/
Dunstan leads BSR's work with Information and Communications Technology (ICT) companies, which have included Google, SK Telecom, Cisco, Sony,Vodafone, Oracle, Verizon, Toshiba, TeliaSonera, Yahoo and the Global eSustainability Initiative. In 2005, Dunstan established and facilitated the work of the Electronic Industry Code of Conduct Implementation Group, a coalition of over 30 ICT companies seeking to raise conditions in their supply chains, including HP, Dell, IBM, Cisco, Microsoft and Intel. Dunstan's other main area of focus is corporate responsibility reporting. He has worked closely with GE throughout the creation of their first three sustainability reports and has worked on reporting projects with member companies including Xerox, Verizon, IBM, Gap and ExxonMobil. Prior to joining BSR in 2004, Dunstan spent five years in the corporate responsibility team at British Telecommunications. Dunstan

has a Master's degree in sustainable development from Middlesex University and Forum for the Future.

Colin Maclay

Managing Director, the Berkman Center for Internet and Society, Harvard Law School

http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/

Colin M. Maclay is the Managing Director of the Berkman Center, where he is privileged to work in diverse capacities with its faculty, staff, fellows and extended community to realize its ambitious goals. His broad aim is to effectively and appropriately integrate information and communication technologies (ICTs) with social and economic development, focusing on the changes Internet technologies foster in society, policy and institutions. Both as Co-founder of the Information Technologies Group at Harvard’s Center for International Development and at Berkman, Maclay’s research has paired hands-on multi stakeholder collaborations with the generation of data that reveal trends, challenges and opportunities for the integration of ICTs in developing world communities. 

Colin has worked extensively in India, Latin America and at the international level on ICT policy for the underserved, developing and implementing research projects on topics including rural ICT access, ICTs in education, entrepreneurship, telecommunications infrastructure and policy, electronic government, and IT Enabled Services. He has a particular interest in leveraging universities’ unique capacity to engage in varied ICT policy and impact research and dialogue, and conduct technology research and development. Outside Harvard, he is a fellow at the University of Washington’s Center for Internet Studies, Chairman of the Sports for Development Foundation, and Advisor to the World Computer Exchange. Colin’s studies have taken him to the University of Wisconsin at Madison, the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University and Northeastern University.

Robert Mahoney

Deputy Director, Committee to Protect Journalists

http://www.cpj.org/

Robert Mahoney worked as a journalist in Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East before joining CPJ in August 2005 as senior editor. He reported on politics and economics for Reuters news agency from Brussels and Paris in the late 1970s, and from Southeast Asia in the early 1980s. He covered south Asia from Delhi for three years from 1985, reporting on the aftermath of Indira Gandhi’s assassination, the civil war in Sri Lanka, and the fallout from the Soviet presence in Afghanistan. In 1988, Mahoney became Reuters bureau chief for West and Central Africa based in Ivory Coast, spending considerable time in Liberia covering the civil war. He served as Reuters Jerusalem bureau chief from 1990 to 1997, directing print and later television coverage of the Palestinian intifada, the Iraqi missile attacks on Israel, the Oslo peace process, and the assassination of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. He worked as chief correspondent in Germany from 1997 to 1999 before moving to London to become news editor in charge of politics and general news for Europe, Africa, and the Middle East. In 2004, he taught journalism for the Reuters Foundation in the Middle East, and worked as a consultant for Human Rights Watch. He became CPJ deputy director in January 2007.

(tentative) Mike Posner
President, Human Rights First 

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/
Michael Posner, President of Human Rights First, has been at the forefront of the international human rights movement for nearly 30 years. As its Executive Director he helped the organization earn a reputation for leadership in the areas of refugee protection, advancing a rights-based approach to national security, challenging crimes against humanity, and combating discrimination. He is a frequent public commentator on these and other issues, and his opinion essays have appeared in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, and many other papers. Michael has also testified dozens of times before the U.S. Congress. In January 2006, Michael stepped down as Executive Director to become the President of Human Rights First. In this new position, he will focus more on public outreach, writing, and public advocacy, to advance the organization’s core mission.
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