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Copyright Registration System to Benefit
Creative Industries
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The Jamaica Intellectual Property Office (JIPO) has
officially launched a Voluntary Copyright Registration
System, which should result in increased financial
benefits to the local creative industries. L
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lucrative industry. We must now seek to exploit our creative industries to their fullest potential, thus

boosting their contribution to the economy, while ensuing the protection of all rights holders,” he said.

He pointed to the tremendous potential of the creative industry to the economy as a significant source
of growth, job creation, innovation and trade. He noted that with new technologies and the internet,
small size and distance are not necessarily disadvantages, as these technologies make it more
feasible to promote creativity and entrepreneurship in the global market.
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Jamaica Intellectual Property Office’s Voluntary Copyright
Registration System, at its offices in Kingston, today
(December 12).

Once registered, creators of the copyright will be
issued a Certificate of Registration from JIPO, which
can prove as a link between the date of creation and
the work. The certificate can also form part of

evidence submitted to a Court supporting a claim of authorship.

Manager of Copyright and Related Rights, JIPO, Joan Webley, said the system will undergo testing at
the Edna Manley College early next year, with full implementation slated for later in the year.

She also informed that there is a fee that is associated with the process of registration, but this has

not been set as yet. She noted too that there will be a public education phase to bring awareness of

the system.

The system was set up with the support of the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), which
had a presence at the launch in the form of Senior Advisor, Andrew Tu.

Mr. Tu noted that its introduction could help to protect the rights of the creators in their works and to

contribute to cultural and economic developments in the country and the region.

The WIPO gave technical assistance to the project by facilitating the work of software developers and

trained JIPO staff in the use of the system.
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